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set up business as a manufacturer of aerated water. He began doing
public work in 1885. The Government proposed to remove the Malay
cemetery to a place far away from town. The Malays opposed the move
and a disturbance was feared. Mr. Ally then intervened. A settlement
was effected and a nearer site fixed for the cemetery. In Gape Town,
Mr. Ally was a voter both for Parliament and the Municipality and
always took a prominent part in the elections. In 1892 he went to Kimber-
ley and other places, where he was elected Chairman of the Coloured
Peoples' Organization. He took a leading part in the movement against
the Franchise Law Amendment Act of the Gape, when a petition signed
by 22,000 Coloured people was sent to London. After 1892 Mr. Ally
went to Johannesburg and settled there. Mr. Ally interviewed the British
Agent and other public men in the Transvaal in connection with the condi-
tion of British Indians there. He is the founder of the Hamidiya Islamic
Society and is at present its President. The Society is doing excellent
work. As is well known, it has a large membership and its work is being
carried on with great enthusiasm. Mr. Ally has a large family; he is the
father of eleven children whom he has been giving a good education.1

[From Gujarati]
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460.   LETTER TO D. C. MALCOLM

JOHANNESBURG,
September 26, 1906

TO

D. G. MALCOLM, ESQ.
GOVERNOR'S OFFICE
JOHANNESBURG
DEAR SIR,

With reference to your letter of the 24th instant addressed to the
Association, will you be good enough to let me know whether it means
that Royal assent has been given by cable to the Asiatic Ordinance?

I remain,
Tours faithfully,

ABDOOL GANIE

CHAIRMAN,
BRITISH INDIAN ASSOCIATION

Indian Opinion, 6-10-1906

1 Vide also "Haji Ojeer Ally", pp. 459-60.